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1. General objective 

Small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in Switzerland are facing a challenging economic land-

scape characterised by declining demand, geopolitical uncertainties, a strong Swiss franc and global 

trade policy tensions. The objective of the SME call for projects 2025 is to stimulate the science-based 

innovation activities of companies with less than 500 full-time equivalents (FTE) by reducing or entirely 

waiving their financial contribution (“cash contribution”) in innovation projects submitted within the ca ll.  

 

Innosuisse’ support of collaborations between companies and research partners is crucial. By embrac-

ing incremental innovation in relevant fields such as automation, digital transformation and artificial in-

telligence, companies can improve efficiency, adapt more quickly to market changes, and stay com-

petitive. Investing in technology transfer activities and projects supports the integration of new technol-

ogies and the reshaping of business models. Additionally, companies benefit greatly from the 

knowledge and key skills available at research institutions, driving innovation and strengthening their 

competitive advantage.  

 

This call prioritises initiatives designed to improve the current situation of companies with less than 

500 full-time equivalents efficiently and effectively, supporting agile efforts that address immediate 

needs and generate timely benefits. We encourage focused projects that aim for meaningful impact 

within a short to medium timeframe. 

2. Funding criteria and conditions 

The call is open to research and implementation partners that fulfil the Innosuisse funding criteria, 

whereby each implementation partner must be registered in the Swiss registry of commerce and must 

have less than 500 full-time equivalents (FTE). In the case of companies that are controlled by another 

company, the number of full-time equivalents of the whole group of businesses is decisive.  

 

Applications submitted within the scope of this call are assessed based on the existing assessment 

criteria for regular innovation projects with implementation partner. In specific cases, Innosuisse can 

reduce or waive in its entirety the amount of the financial contribution of the implementation partner on 

request. As part of this call, we are drawing the attention of companies with fewer than 500 FTEs to 

this opportunity (see also 3.).  

3. Submission process 

Applications can be submitted on our application platform between 10.08.2025 and 10.09.2025 

(23:59). Please note that applications can already be prepared before this time window. 

 

Funding decisions will be taken end of October 2025. Approved projects can officially start once a 

funding agreement is signed by Innosuisse and by all project partners (presumably beginning of De-

cember 2025). 

https://www.innosuisse.admin.ch/en/innovation-project-with-implementation-partner#2.-Evaluation-and-decision
https://www.innosuisse.admin.ch/en/innosuisse-application-platform
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Please pay attention to the following specific input items in the application platform: 

 

‒ To the question “Are you submitting your funding application within the framework of a special 

funding measure?”, please answer (drop down menu):  

“SME call 2025” (option will only be available from 10.08.2025 onwards) 

‒ When the cash contribution of the implementation partners is below 5% of the overall project 

budget, a mandatory field is appearing under the financial summary. To the question “Please de-

scribe the deviation regarding the Cash Contribution”, please write the following text:  

“SME call 2025” 

 

In case of questions, please contact innoprojects@innosuisse.ch. 

mailto:innoprojects@innosuisse.ch

